
r oomskiaMi 

DEPAHTt'EMT OF STATE 
Divipinn of Diogranhio Information 



TSIJI Mawaobu JA A.: 



Member of House of lla^rGeen tat ires 

Teuji Maaanobu ie n member of Japan's loading conservative political 
organisation of the Liberal -Democratic Party, and a three-time member of tha 
Hcxi?e of Representatives. A former army oolonel during World War II, he was 
regarded an one of Japan's most brilliant Military strategists. Tsuji vas a 
close associate of the late General IS/CHARA JCanji, rrevar leader of thn ultra- 
rightist Toa Kenney (tost Asia Loague), an organisation which advocated "Asia 
for Asians, 11 After the ::ar, Tsuji revived the League under the name of Toa 
Ran/tel Doshi-kai (East Asia League Corades Society) and adroeatod the revival 
of the "taperar System" and "remilitarization" of Ja^an free of United States 
and Servlet influence?, llr Is opnosed to the United Statss-Jaoan Mutual Security 
Pact and advocates neutrality similar to that of Wehru'a "peaoo principles." 

During the war Teuji j as known no the "God of Military Strategy," and vae 
considered the chief planner of the suceersfML conquest of Malaya and Singapore, 
which vae carried out by General YAMAS1ETA Toroyuld, popularly known as the 
"Tiger of Malaya." Tsuji' s nomevoe well known among the British, Australian, 
and United States forces in Soitheast Asia, and after Japan's defeat the 
British listed his as a "Clone A" war criminal, . He went "underground" at 
Bangkok disguised as a mendicant friar and in May 194# secretly returned to 
Japan via Indochina and China. He was the ^rly major var criminal suspect 
to esoane detention, iils name was tnW'n of** ti *> war criminals list in December 
1950 and Tsuji assujnea la real identity. 

In 195? Tsuji' a book, Serdco Cansen-ri (Underground Esoane 30,000 Hi), 
narrating his post-vrx experiences, became a best-seller. The book's revelation 
of hJ s sensational escape from Allied seizure at the vnr's end put him in the 
political limelight. Taking advent n go of the considerable publloity, he ran 
for the House of Representatives free: Ishlkawa Prefecture and as elected by 
trie highest vote, 65,000, Although he fell to second place in tne April 1953 
election, he aga.tr led other candidates in February 195^. 

Bom October U , 1902 In the village of iiiga. iii Tanioku, Enuna county, 
Iehlkavra prefecture, Tsuji ie tne second con of a poor farm family of central 
Japan. Hr graduated with ton honors front t’.e Jarunoce Military Academy (19?4) 
and the Military Staff College (l^Sl). In 1932, Tsuji was in Shanghai when the 
"Shanghai Incident" occurred. In 1933 ne was assigned to the Imperial Oeneral 
Headquarters in Tokyo, nnrf later ms appointed lnLtructor at the Japanese 

Academy. Fron 1°35 to 1940 "'a sarved as staff officer with the Kvan- 
tung aSj^/tiiankov), end t. e C iina Expeditionary Korot;? Hondquarteru. In 1941 as 
Chief of Staff of the 25th Army Headquarters under tb * canrand of General 
TAM AS -IT A Tomoyuki, Tsuji war considered responsible f r planning the invasion of 
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Malaya and Singapore. In 1943 ha led the withdrawal of Japanese troopa frcai 
Guadalcanal ; he \me wounded and contracted cal aria during this operation. 

Tsuji returned to Japan, and after his recovery wae assigned to lecturing on 
military strategy at the Military College. Be wae also promoted to tha rank 
of colonel • In 1944 he wae aaaigend to the irmy Expeditionary force a Heed- 
quartari in China. Shortly thereafter, aa the end of tha Pacific War approached, 
he ori tidied Premier TOJO Hid eld ' a incompetence in handling the war with China, 
denounced the nleoondnot of oertaln high ailitary offloere in China, and opposed 
the act! ritie a of the limy's intelligence agencies. Probably as a result of 
these oritioiena, Tojo transferred Tsuji to Burma. When Japan surrendered he 
was listed by the British ae & ranking war criminal . Tsuji went Into hiding 
at Bangkok, and for the next three years travelled incognito throughout 
Indochina and China. 

Tsuji returned to Japan in 194P under the assumed name of KIUCUI Katsujl, 
professor of Archeology. Several years later, in an interview with an American 
reporter of the Blppon Times . Tsuji detailed the highlights of his escape. He 
stated that he owed his life to hie'fereat Chinee# friend,* the notorious Chinese 
General TAI Li, one-tine head of a large Chinee# (rationalist intelligence net- 
work. Tsuji 1 e connection with Tai Li began whan he was in Shanghai. Reportedly, 
Tsaji's intervention had prevented the Japanese gendarmerie from punishing the 
families of Chinese intelligence agents operating underground dorxr m the 
Japanese occupation. In return, Tai Li assisted Tsuji 's eseape from Bangkok 
through french Indochina, Kunming and Chungking to Banking. During hie two-year 
stay Tsuji stated that he helped write military tactical manuals for Oeneral 
CHI ABC Kai-shek. 

Thirty months after his return to Japan Tsuji 1 b name was taken off the list 
of war criminals. On March 3, 1951# Tsuji delivered a speech before the Jlvuiln 
(free People's) Club, In which ho Caspar ed the military strength of the Communist 
bloc with that of the United States and the other democracies. Be concluded that 
a major war between the two ideological blocs is unavoidable, that the Communist 
world will lamnrltahly triumph in such a conflict, and that, accordingly, Japan has 
no ohofee but to maintain a strict neutrality if she hopes to survive. As Japan 
waa still under Allied occupation at the time, his remarks created a sensation. 

In 1952, Tsuji published his books Seriko Saaasnrl . SttflBi end Jmo Tai 

Iohl (fifteen Against One), which he wrote while in hiding. The books became 
the nation's best-sellers and Tsuji gained considerable publicity. He revived 
the prewar nationalist and jlngolst society, frlitlr and named it Tom flammed 
Doshl-kal . However, because of differences of opinion on policy matters, Tsuji 
and his foil overs later seceded from the T oe ftaael Poshl-kal end organised tha 
neutralist Jlel Dome! (Self Defense League). The League's major policies apparent- 
ly are to work for rearmament and fight Ocnmudam and Socialism. Tsuji is a very 
close friend of former Colonel HATTOKI Takushiro, a prominent nationalist and a 
leading advocate of the remilitarisation of Japan, ft was rumored that Hattori 
wae primarily responsible in getting Tsuji' s name withdrawn from the vmr c ri m in al 
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list in Iboewb-r 1°50. Tho two men reportedly exercise vide influence over 
former mil it ary personnel* 

Talcing advantage of the pwllicl'y he reoeivod from hie books, Tsujl, a 
vigorous personality with a gift for speec/vnaaking, campaigned sucoesafully 
for the House of Representatives, and was eleoted on October 1, 1952 as an 
independent. He was reelect' 6 in Inril 1953 and again in February 1955. He 
joined the Japan Democratic Party in 1954 and served as its ttilit«ry adviser" 
and policy research committee vice chairman. Democrats and Liberals merged in 
• late 1955, and Tsoji became a member of the new Liberal -Democratic Party, He 
visited Casuoniet Chine and the U.S.S.R. In August 1955 as member of a Diet 
^delegation. Upon his return Tsujl remarked that he was on friendly terse with 
i the top Chinese Communist officials, especially CHOU En-lal, After ell, he 
explained, "they're Aslans." Tsujl displayed less enthusiasm far Chlang Kai- 
shek '» regime, and predicted its downfall in one or two years. 

Tsujl has long boon a leading exponent of the "Asia for the Asians" 
doctrine, as preponded by the Into General ISittHAHA Kanjl. He considers the ties 
that bind Aslans together to be stronger than the ideological bonds that exist 
between Caownlat China and the USSR. Following his viait to Cosmnist China 
and Soviet Russia, Tsujl stated iis did not believe that the U.S.S.R. constituted 
I a war menaoe at the present time, since its food supplies and Industrial pover 
I * still lag behind those of the United States and Great Britain. While in Koeoow, / . 
I j Tsugl is reported to have had several meetlqp with Marshal Georgiy K. 2HDK0V and' / 
/ - his chief of staff. 

Tsujl has cleverly exdolted Issues which have aroused the Japanese 
national sens! tivity, such as the U. S. military bases Issues and the Korean- 
Japanese fishery disputes, to keep himself before the publlo. Recently, he told 
e group of former Japanese army officers that Japan should work :ith India to 
achieve neutrality and with Commist China to maintain peace. Numerous reports 
indicate that he Is both anti-American and anti-Soviet. He advocates withdrawal 
of all "foreign" (i.e., American), troops from Japan stating that the "United 
States garrison forces are in Jam because Japan is an important base from which 
to attack the Soviet Union,” end added that neither Russia nor Red China will 
attack Japan provided "foreign" troop a are removed from Japan. In June 1953, at 
Kochi rtty, Tsujl warned the U* S. that if It continues to fortify Jar an into an 
"Asian outpost of the United States, the friendshio of the Japanese people will 
be lost." 

In August 1952, speaking before a large crowd In Kanasawa City, Tsujl stated 
that "Truman le the number one war criminal and Stalin the amber two war 
criminal . " He also stated that "Truman, Churchill and Stalin do not like me, 
but I am satisfied so long as I am loved by my fallow Japanese". Also, in one of 
his pre-election campaign speeches, Tsujl seated, "Although America may find it 
difficult to forget Pearl Harbor, Japan finds It more difficult to forget Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki." Tsujl also criticised the U.S.-trained Japanese National Safety 
Foroee (now renamed Ground Safety Forces) as being neither an army nor a police 
force but a "poUywog heeded in the direction of a frog." 
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Tflujl le reported to be a fanatical and Intrepid Barn with a leadership soapl w. 
Self-confident, energetic, and highly excitable, he le quite popular with the young 
and woeten voter* for hie opposition to Japan’s participation In any future wars* 
However, he has no standing aaong the nore ooneerratiTe, reliable, and competent 
farcer Military leaders, who view hia aa an extrwe opportunist who Bay have hidden j 
leftist tcndsTwrlse, 

Taujl is aarrled) be and hie wife, Chitose, have three daughter e end a ecu. He 
is the author of several other books, lndLudlng Singapore. Asia up KZSlEBB (Felicia- 
ahlp Between Aslan Rations), Raacngtyap. Kono RLunon (This is Japan), and Xfltffcjis 
Sekai Tales n (The React World War). 
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